The ABC’s of Great Student Council Ideas (submitted by Alli Reimers, state secretary)

Ambassadors: Assign each student council member a new student to whom they can give a tour and take to a school activity or out to eat. The ambassador should just be a friendly person that the new student can count on. 

Bathroom readers are a very helpful way to get information out to your student body.  Create a paper with announcements like homecoming tickets etc. and hang them up in each bathroom stall (and some drinking fountains) so that everyone can see them. Change them every week or as needed. 

Committees, committees, committees.  For most councils it is very helpful to create a committee for everything that needs to get done. For homecoming, committees might need to be created for Spirit Week, Voting and Royalty, Decorations, Parade, Pep Rally, T-shirts, etc. 

Dodgeball tournaments are a great way to get students involved and have fun with choosing a team name, shirt, etc.  Attendance might be better if the proceeds are donated to Make-A-Wish or a student with a medical need.

Energizers are an exciting and different way to introduce the members of your council.  Try playing 3 truths and a lie where each person comes up with three things that are true about themselves  and 1 thing that is false and everyone else must guess what the false fact is.  

Football (Powderpuff football to be exact). Host a powderpuff football tournament with the girls in your school and ask senior football players to be referees. Charge parents and other students to come watch. 
Garage sale! Have members of your student council or even students at your school donate items for a garage sale and have it in the school parking lot or gym.

Hat day. With administrative approval, charge students a dollar or two to wear a hat or crazy hair, or pajamas to school for the day.  

I scream; you scream; we all scream for Ice Cream!! After a long semester of hard work, award the students at your school with an ice cream social! Have cups of ice cream already prepared and a few toppings available so that everyone can get through the line quickly. 

Juice and Donuts. Buy donuts and juice for everyone at your school and go to every first period class in the morning and hand them out.  It’s a good start for a new semester or quarter.

Kick off the New Year in January with a winter rejuvenator.  Plan a lock in or a sledding day with your council.  Use this time to plan the rest of your school year calendar.  

Lunch= whether your meetings are over lunch or in the morning, provide a meal every once in awhile for those who attend and split the cost. It can improve attendance and cut back on tardiness.  

Movie night! Pick out an appropriate movie and show it in your school theater. This can be used as a fundraiser or just a fun night to keep students out of trouble. 

Nix the age-old tradition of boring pep rallies.  Instead of having the football boys talk about their football season, and then the volleyball girls talk about their latest games, switch it up!! Let the boys talk about the girls and vice-versa.  They can even dress up like the opposite team.  It is hilarious to see what they will come up with.  
Organize a reward or party for students in each class with the most improved GPA. Small gifts like a candy bar or even getting out of school a few minutes early are simple enough.  

Pep rallies are a very good tool to raise spirit. For a fun pep rally have some teachers participate in a “Singing Bee” contest.  Or find some teachers that have unusual or crazy talents like breaking bricks or doing the splits. 

Quality meetings are a must to get a lot of things accomplished.  Try implementing parliamentary procedure if your council hasn’t already done so.  Assign an officer to oversee the use of parli pro if needed.  
Rose ceremonies are used by some schools to introduce their Homecoming Court.  Ask a few little girls and boys to dress up and come to your school for a school assembly.  The attendants and king/queen candidates can then be announced and the little kids can hand out roses to the royalty so that they are recognized in front of the whole school. 

Sweat dances are a fun and different idea. Maybe your council can organize a “5th quarter” dance after a basketball game and everyone has to show up to the dance in sweatpants and t-shirts.  To improve attendance at the basketball game, make the dance free or cheaper for anyone who went to the basketball game.  

Teacher appreciation week is in May so have your student council purchase or make small but useful gifts for all of the teachers. (Don’t forget support staff and administration)

Unite the members of your council by matching an upperclassman and an underclassman as a big brother/big sister program.  This may be a solution to get ideas from younger members and also help them to be more comfortable around older members.

Valentines shack is a fundraising opportunity where student council members sell flowers for a few weeks before Valentines Day. The purchaser can have the flower delivered to themselves or to someone of their choice and the flowers are then delivered on Valentine’s Day. 

White t-shirt day is a fun activity for the last few days of school.  Have everyone wear a white shirt and bring a bright colored permanent marker to sign their name on everyone’s shirt! 

X-Mas spirit week.  Come up with a spirit week for the week before your school gets out for Christmas vacation.  Days could include Ugly Sweater Day, Santa Day, etc. 

Your council can stay in touch by using a phone tree! Put the council president at the top, and he/she calls three people who, in turn, call two more people, and on and on. A phone tree can work wonders for councils who have a hard time communicating about meetings or other events.  

Zero to one hundred- the possibilities are endless for great student council activities.  Don’t let your council shoot for anything less than best. 
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