MCCOOK SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL  STUDENT COUNCIL CONSTITUTION                             Revised April 2005

ARTICLE I
NAME:  This organization shall be known as McCook Senior High School Student Council.





ARTICLE II
PURPOSE: The purpose of this organization shall be to promote general welfare between the faculty and the students, to promote scholarship, good citizenship, and sportsmanship among the members of the student body.





ARTICLE III
MEMBERSHIP: The Student Council shall consist of eight Seniors, seven Juniors, seven Sophomores and six freshmen.   Six Seniors, five Juniors, and five Sophomores and four Freshmen shall be elected by the members of their respective classes between the first and third Mondays in April.  Two Seniors, two Juniors, two Sophomores, and two Freshmen shall be elected by the members of their respective classes between the first and third Mondays of September. School clubs will be offered the opportunity to elect a student council representative from their membership to be seated in the fall. Officers will be elected as outlined in Article V, section 1.  None of those elected in September, will be able to hold an officership on the Student Council for that school Year. Officers will already have been elected, before those last six members were elected.  Any member elected to an officership in the NASC, must stand for re-election in this Council.  There shall be no grade requirement on the Student Council.





ARTICLE IV
FILING: The names of candidates for positions on the Student Council will be placed on the ballot by petition. The petition for each candidate for Student Council must contain the signatures of 15 members in good standing of the candidate's class, the signatures of three student council members serving from the candidate's class, and the signatures of two faculty members.





ARTICLE V
OFFICERS: Sec. 1. The officers of this organization shall consist of a President, Vice-president, and Secretary who shall be elected after the election of the new members to the Council and before the end of the school term.
Sec. 2.  Any senior or junior member of the Student Council wishing to run for an office must have been a member of Student Council for at least one year and have attended either district workshop, State Leadership workshop, State Convention, or National Convention OR have been a member of student council for two years. In order to run for office the member must be in good standing during 4th quarter of the election year.





ARTICLE VI
DISMISSAL:  Members of the Student Council will be removed from the Student Council for the remainder of the school year after four unexcused absences per semester.  (An unexcused absence is considered anything other than illness, trip with parents, or school trip.) Three tardies equals one unexcused absence. All tardies are unexcused. Tardies are considered five minutes after the designated starting time.
In consideration of the Student Council's leadership role, The Student Council has the right to dismiss any member who receives disciplinary action at school, who breaks school regulations, or who breaks the law with more than a minor infraction. In conjunction with this amendment to clarify any misunderstandings, any student council member may attend a social gathering, but shall conduct themselves in an orderly fashion. As to the use of any alcoholic beverage and/or any drug : If caught or seen by persons with proof beyond a reasonable doubt, the person in question shall be given a chance to defend him/herself, and any member will be allowed to speak for or against the person in question at a council meeting.  After this has taken place, the person shall be asked to leave the room. After the person leaves, a vote by secret ballot shall be enacted. The Council Advisor and Council President shall count the votes and relay the results to the Council and member in question. The rule goes into effect for each member as he or she is elected. A person has to be charged within a month (4 weeks or 28 days) of the action in question, otherwise the member will be declared innocent of any charges. If a member has done something wrong more than once, and is charged more than once, then the Council Advisor reserves the right to dismiss the member with or without a majority vote against him or her. A member must be guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, before he or she can be charged before the council. A majority (more than half) vote is all that is needed for dismissal of a member.





ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS: Sec. 1. Meetings will be held weekly at a time and place agreed upon by the Council and the Advisor.
Sec. 2. Special meetings may be called by the President and Officers with the approval of the Advisor.





ARTICLE VIII
DUTIES: Sec. 1. President: The President shall preside at all meetings and otherwise perform all duties of the President but shall have no right to vote upon any question before the Council except in case of a tie vote.
Sec. 2. Vice-President: The Vice-President shall preside in the absence of the President and shall assist the President in all matters beneficial to the organization. The Vice-President will be considered co-chairperson of all committees assigned by the President.  This excludes the Outstanding Council Subcommittees. The Vice-President shall be required to present the updated points chart at each weekly meeting and will be responsible for the verifying of all points on the chart.
Sec. 3. Secretary: The Secretary shall keep a record of the minutes of all meetings and will post a copy of that record on the office bulletin board within one school day from the meeting. The Secretary shall also act as correspondent to the school paper and shall be responsible for seeing that a summary of the Student Council activities is placed in the hands of the Editor of that paper in time for each publication.
Sec. 4 Points will not be awarded for fulfilling the obligations of an office.








ARTICLE IX
VACANCIES:  A vacancy on the Student Council shall be filled in the following manner: The Student Council shall elect by a two-thirds vote a student for the class in which the vacancy occurred.  In the event the Student Council has to fill more than one vacancy or has more than one addition to its membership, a special election will be run in the same manner as the annual elections.





ARTICLE X
AMENDMENTS:  All proposals of amendment to this constitution shall be presented in written form to the Secretary who will read the proposal before the Council at the next meeting.  The Council has the right to discuss and make any change they believe necessary. Proposals for amendments must be passed by a two-thirds majority vote of the Council.





PLEDGE
Student Council members hereby pledge themselves to uphold all the policies of the school and to cooperate wholehearted with the administration in whatever tasks they may be called upon to perform.





AMENDMENTS

1. Any assigned or voluntary duty not completed or performed on time by a student council member will be considered one demerit. Two demerits equals one absence. Total number of absences allowed remains as outlined in ARTICLE VI.
2.  Any Student Council member who does not earn ten points within the first semester will be dismissed from the Council for the remainder of the school year.  Any Council member who does not earn five points within the third quarter will be dismissed.  Any member who is dismissed may run for re-election in the spring.
Student Council members who have less than the required points will be given priority for working and other duties over members with more than the required points.
If a member is dismissed from the Council, their place will be filled by the next person in line from the previous election, if applicable, or by a two-thirds majority vote by the Council members.

3. Sec. 1.  a) It is required that all committee members attend all committee meetings.
b) Absences from committee meetings will be considered unexcused and will count as an absence as outlined in Article VI.
c) Committee members must be notified by the committee chairperson of a meeting three days before the meeting is to be held.
d) The only acceptable excuses for absence from a committee meeting are:
1. Work
2. Parent or family related trip
3. Illness
Sec. 2.  a) The chairperson is responsible for taking attendance for all committee meetings and reports any absences to the Secretary.
b) The chairperson will receive three points for their successful completion of duties.
c) The co-chairperson will receive two points for their successful completion of duties.
Sec. 3. If a committee meeting is missed, the chairperson will be responsible to give make-up work to that committee member.
4. Any Student Council Member who is late by five minutes, up to ten minutes, to perform his/her duties is counted tardy and will not receive his/her points. In addition, any Student Council Member who is more than ten minutes late or fails to show up at all, will have a point deducted.
